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Green Heart Driver’s License: 

A Project by the Gift Your Organ FOundation
The Need

· Every year 200,000 patients require transplants;

· 150,000 patients get end state renal failure in a year;

· 38,000 eyes are collected every year against a requirement of 2 Lac corneas;

· 140,000 road accident deaths occur annually in  India, of these 93,000 end up brain dead;

· Deceased organ donors - Australia has 11 organ donors per million, Britain has 27, Spain has 35 donors, USA has 26 donors per million. India is at 0.08 donors per million.

The Green Heart Driver’s License Project

· Gift Your Organ Foundation in association with Department of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of Karnataka, Transport Department, Govt. of Karnataka and Zonal Coordination Committee of Karnataka for Transplantation introduced the option of organ donor on driver’s license card in 2012.

· From 2012 to 2015 through this initiative over 1.25 lakh DL applicants were made aware of organ donation of which 49,000 people pledged in Bangalore.

· On seeing the success in Karnataka, Maharashtra government launched the 'Green Heart driver's license' initiative in partnership with the Gift Your Organ Foundation in Mumbai in 2013 and created awareness to over 15,000 people. 

· On 30th January, 2016 this initiative was launched in Udupi District, Karnataka. 

Number of Deceased Organ Donors in Karnataka

2007: 
3

2008: 
2

2009: 
11

2010: 
8

2011: 
6

2012: 
17

2013:     
18

2014:     
37

2015:     
60

The Impact
· Since the launch of this project Karnataka state has seen a steady increase in the number of organ donors. From 6 organ donors in 2011 to 60 organ donors in 2015 giving life to 279 people in the state.  This project has literally doubled the number of organ donors every year since its launch.
· Within 3 months of launching this project in Udupi, the district has had it’s first organ donor. 

· DL cards are carried by most people all the time in their wallet and incase of an accident the ambulance doctors usually check the wallet to know the person’s name etc. and will know that he/she opted to be an organ donor. This registry can be linked to the National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organization Registry. 

Anil Kumble: Brand Ambassador

Our brand ambassador for this project is Anil Kumble. He has stated, and we quote, “I have got a ‘Green Heart’ on my Driver’s License and I encourage you and your family / friends to get one too.”
Nandita Das: Brand Ambassador

Nandita Das is also a brand ambassador for this project. This is what she had to say, “I have always wanted to donate my organs, but did not quite know how to go about it. I am glad that Gift your Organ Foundation contacted me to do so.”
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